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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the communication received December 19 , 2001 . 
Claims 1-50 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1,17, and 38 recite the phrase of generating/providing a context for the 
transaction. However, such phrase renders the claims vague and indefinite, and it is unclear as to 
what applicant means by generating/providing a context for the transaction. Appropriate action 
is required. 

Any other claims that depend from claims 1,17, and 38, these claims also suffer the same 
deficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-20, 22-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stowell et 
al "Stowell" (U.S. 20020099579). 

As per claim 1, Stowell discloses an event-monitoring architecture for performance-based 
supply chain management. In so doing, Stowell discloses receiving a request for the transaction 
from an end-user or the partner [Paragraph 66], accessing real-time data relevant to the 
transaction from an existing partner system [Paragraph 26], generating a context for the 
transaction using the real-time data [Paragraph 0182], and processing the request in the context 
for the transaction [Paragraph 31]. 

As per claim 2, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said accessing 
comprises communicating with a partner coordinator component integrated with the existing 
partner system [Paragraph 0140]. 

As per claim 3, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the real-time 
data comprises transaction data specifying a status for the transaction [Paragraph 0163]. 

As per claim 4, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the real-time 
data comprises reference data relating to the partner [Paragraph 0121] 

As per claim 5, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein accessing 
comprises receiving the real-time data in extensible markup language (XML) format [Paragraph 
0135]. 

As per claim 6, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 5, further comprising 
converting the real-time data into a format usable by a network system, the network system 
operable to maintain the context for the transaction [Paragraph 0135]. 
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As per claim 7, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
maintaining a context for the transaction at a network system [See Figure 2]. 

As per claim 8, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 7, further comprising: 
identifying the context for the transaction based upon the request, and routing the request for 
processing of the transaction [Paragraph 0104]. 

As per claim 9, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
sending a response to the request to the end-user or the partner [Paragraphs 0124-0125). 

As per claim 10, Stowell further disclose the method of claim 1, wherein processing 
comprises initiating a workflow for the transaction at a network system [Paragraphs 0187). 

As per claim 1 1, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 10, wherein the workflow 
comprises a plurality of tasks to be performed by the enterprise or partner in order to fulfill the 
transaction [Paragraphs 0187). 

As per claim 12, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 11, wherein processing 
comprises notifying the partner of any tasks to be performed by the partner [Paragraphs 0152). 

As per claim 13, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 10, wherein processing 
comprises initiating at least one process manager routine for managing the workflow [Paragraphs 
0187). 

As per claim 14, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 11, wherein the workflow 
comprises a routing workflow for routing the request to the enterprise or the partner for 
performance of the tasks [Paragraphs 0105, and Paragraph 0067). 

As per claim 15, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein processing 
comprises alerting the partner or the enterprise [Paragraphs 0029-0030). 
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As per claim 16, Stowell further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein processing 
comprises monitoring a service level associated with the transaction [Paragraphs 0141). 

Claims 17, 18, and 19 contains similar limitations of rejected claims 1, 2, and 3 above; 
therefore, claims 17, 18, and 19 are rejected under the rationale relied upon of claims 1, 2, and 3. 

As per claim 20, Stowell further discloses the system of claim 17, further comprising a 
database operable to maintain the context for the transaction [Paragraphs 0022]. 

As per claim 22, Stowell further discloses the system of claim 17, wherein the real-time 
data is accessed in extensible markup language (XML) format [Paragraph 0135]. 

As per claim 23, Stowell further discloses the system of claim 22, wherein said 
processing facility is operable to convert real-time data into a format usable by the system 
[Paragraph 0135]. 

As per claim 24. Stowell further discloses the system of claim 22, wherein the processing 
facility is operable to send a response to the request to the end-user or the partner [Paragraphs 
0124-0125]. 

As per claim 25, Stowell further disclose the system of claim 17, wherein the processing 
facility is operable to initiate a workflow for the transaction at a network system [Paragraph 
0187]. 

As per claim 26, Stowell further disclose the system of claim 25, wherein the workflow 
comprises a plurality of tasks to be performed by the enterprise or the partner in order to fulfill 
the transaction [Paragraph 0187]. 

As per claim 27, Stowell further disclose the system of claim 26, wherein the processing 
facility is operable to notify the partner of any tasks to be performed by the partner [Paragraph 
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0152]. 

As per claim 28, Stowell further disclose the system of claim 25, wherein the processing 
facility is operable to initiate at least one process manager routine for managing the workflow 
[Paragraphs 0105, and Paragraph 0067], 

As per claim 29, Stowell further discloses the system of claim 26, wherein the workflow 
comprises a routing workflow for routing the request to the enterprise or the partner for 
performance of the tasks [Paragraphs 0105, and Paragraph 0067]. 

As per claim 30, Stowell further discloses the system of claim 17, wherein processing 
facility is operable to alert the partner or the enterprise [Paragraphs 0029-0030].. 

As per claim 31, Stowell further discloses the system claim 17, wherein the processing 
facility is operable to monitor a service level associated with the transaction [Paragraphs 0141]. 

As per claims 32-35, 38-40, Stowell discloses a database operable to store real-time data 
relating to the one or more transactions, the database operable to maintain a respective context 
for each transaction [Paragraphs 0185], and an execution process engine operable to execute a 
respective workflow in the context for each transaction using the real-time data, each workflow 
comprising a plurality of tasks to be performed by the enterprise or the partner in order to fulfill 
the respective transaction [Paragraphs 0024, 0067 and 0185]. 

As per claim 36, Stowell discloses the system of claim 32, wherein each workflow 
comprises a process for transforming the real-time data according to a business policy between 
the enterprise and the partner [Paragraphs 0061]. 

As per claim 37, Stowell discloses the system of claim 32, wherein the database is 
operable to maintain one or more business policies relating to the partner [Paragraphs 0024]. 
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Claim 41 recite the same limitations of rejected claim 1 above; therefore claim 41 is 
rejected under the same rationale relied upon of claim 1. In addition, Stowell discloses a 
network gateway. Note abstract and Paragraph 003 1 of Stowell 

As per claim 42, Stowell further discloses wherein the network execution component 
executes at least one process workflow operable to transform the real-time data relevant to the 
transaction based on business rules for the supply chain [Paragraph 0154]. 

As per claim 43, Stowell further discloses wherein the network domain gateway 
comprises a transport component operable to send or receive one or more messages related to the 
transaction [Paragraph 0189]. 

As per claim 44, Stowell further discloses wherein the network domain gateway 
comprises a gateway router component operable to route one or more messages relating to the 
transaction between the existing system of a partner and an existing system of the enterprise 
[Paragraph 0189]. 

As per claim 45, Stowell further discloses wherein the gateway router component is 
operable to perform context-based routing of messages related to the transaction [Paragraph 
0154]. 

As per claim 46, Stowell further discloses further comprising a messaging system 
operable to generate one or more messages for the real-time data and to route the messages 
within the network system [Paragraph 0189], 

As per claim 47, Stowell further discloses wherein the network execution component is 
operable to manage at least one process workflow for the transaction [Paragraphs 0187]. 

As per claim 48, Stowell further discloses further comprising a database operable to store 
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the real-time data [Paragraphs 0022]. 

As per claim 49, Stowell further discloses the network system of claim 48 wherein the 
database is operable to store a context for the transaction [Paragraphs 0022]. 

As per claim 50, Stowell further discloses the network system of claim 48, wherein the 
database is operable to store one or more policy rules that govern the transaction [Paragraphs 
0128 and 0148]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stowell (U.S. 
20020099579). 

As per claim 21, Stowell discloses the use of a database but fails to explicitly disclose 
wherein said database comprises a relational database. However, the use of a relational database 
for storing data is notoriously old and well known in the database art. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to have 
modified the disclosures of Stowell to incorporate a relational database because it would allow a 
user to manipulate the data. 



Conclusion 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Romain Jeanty whose telephone number is (571) 272-6732. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30AM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq R. Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
December 27, 2005 / J 
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